


Harvey Brown (1938-2004)

 TTTTTIGER PAWSIGER PAWSIGER PAWSIGER PAWSIGER PAWS

Inducted into the Ontario Agricultural Hall of Fame

Nancy Brown-Wolfe sent in the Induction notice regarding her late
brother Harvey Brown.  Harvey graduated from Thornhill High School
in 1957 and Nancy wanted to share this wonderful tribute bestowed
on Harvey and his family.
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Harvey Brown is widely acclaimed as a leader who served
agricultural and urban communities with honesty, sincerity and
integrity.

Following graduation in 1963 with a degree in Agricultural Science
from the Ontario Agricultural College, which was then part of the
University of Toronto, Harvey embarked on a life-long journey in
agriculture. Starting with his family beef farm Harvey quickly
learned to farm successfully in the urban shadow. His mediation
skills permitted him to find the middle ground in conflicts between
the needs of consumers, urban communities and production
agriculture.

From his home base he gave generously of his time to the
advancement of agriculture on many fronts. He was a Director of
the York Federation of Agriculture for 27 years and served two
terms as President. As Director of the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture and member of its Consumer Education Committee
he supported the development of “Agriculture in the Classroom”
programs that led to the creation of Ontario Agri-Food Education
Inc., an association that ensures that agriculture is included in
the Ontario curriculum expectations.

He served as Chair of the York Farm Safety Association from
1985-2003. He was a member of the Agricultural Research
Institute of Ontario for six years, chair in 1992, and demonstrated
dynamic leadership in recommending research programs to the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food.

In the field of farm policy he provided leadership in several areas.
He acted as the Central Ontario Beef Peer Reviewer for the
Ontario Farm Animal Council; as a Director for six years of the
Provincial Normal Farm Practices Appeal Board he offered his
astute and fair understanding of agriculture to the development
of standard practices; Harvey guided the Peer Review Committee
for the Environmental Farm Plan in York Region for 11 years: he
brought a knowledgeable and strong voice to the Land Use Policy
Focus Team of the Greater Toronto Area Agricultural Action
Committee; and as a member of the Greenplan Research
Coordinating Committee he outlined research programs for
environmentally sustainable agriculture.

Harvey was also proactive in the beef industry as a life-long 4-H
Beef Club Leader and provided leadership to the Ontario
Cattleman’s Association and the York Region Cattleman’s
Association.

Harvey is also noted for his community involvement. President in
1976 and 35 year committee member of the Markham-East York
Agricultural Society he served on most livestock committees,
chaired the financed committee, promoted agricultural education
and guided the Board through the complexities of re-locating the
fair to a new site; he was the sounding board for the Property
Standards Committee of the Town of Markham and through the
Browns Corners United Church he was a passionate advocate for
the development of affordable housing.

Harvey Brown has received may honours and awards including
the Bicenntenial Certificate of Merit and an Agricultural Service
Diploma from the Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies and
was inducted into the Ontario Agricultural  Hall of Fame on  June 11,
2006.



For the past year, she has been working in The Literacy and
Numeracy Secretariat at the Ministry of Education.  The Secretariat
was formed when the Liberal government came into power and it is
charged with improving student achievement and closing the gap
between the highest and lowest achieving students in the province.
The government’s goal is that at least 75% of twelve year olds will
reach or exceed the provincial standard in reading, writing and
mathematics by 2008.  Regional teams of Student Achievement
Officers (SAOs) work directly in boards and schools to achieve this
goal.

Judy immersed herself in the life
of T.S.S. In particular, she was a
big assistance to the women’s
Phys Ed. Department and was

willing to take on any task for Mrs. O’Shea and Miss. Wylie,
specifically in the role of manager of the teams. She was also
heavily involved with a variety of other aspects of the school.

On graduating she went to work for The Royal Bank & The Wander
Company in the Accounts Receivable Department for one year. Her
past involvement in school life led her to enroll in teacher’s college.
She graduated in 1967 and went to work for the Peel Board for 5
years, teaching Grades 5 to 8. In  1972 she moved to Woodland
Senior Public School in York Region to teach Grades 7 & 8 - English,
Geography. Mathematics. She remained there until 1977 when she
went to Charles Howitt for a short stint before moving on to Parkview
Public School in Nov 1977. She remained at Parkview until 1983
when she became a Diagnostic and Resource Teacher at
Westminister Public School and remained there until 1986.

Judy was promoted to Special Education Administrator in January
1987. She assisted the Superintendent in all aspects of serving
exceptional students and coordinating special education programs
and services in 15 elementary and 4 secondary schools. Rapidly
she became Vice-Principal in 1990 at Bayview Hill Elementary
School, followed by Principalat Johnsview Public School and then
to Glen Shields Public School from 1998 to 2002. In 2003 Judy
retired. Because of the death of a principal at Charles Howitt Public
School she returned to fill in for the rest of the year. Since 1998
Judy has been a member of CAYRE (Community Alliance for York
Region Education). In 2002 she became Project Coordinator for
the Ministry of Education Early Reading, Early Math Strategy, a
position she held for 2 years.

•Planning professional learning opportunities for the SAOs
so that they remain current and so that their work is research-
based.

•Engaging in partnerships to support struggling students.

A few examples of the partnerships that I’m responsible for
monitoring are:

•Partnership with Trent University to train student teachers to
tutor students in local school boards.

•Partnership with the Principals’ Associations to assist
principals in analyzing student achievement data and
supporting students with appropriate interventions.

•Literacy Links (The Secretariat, Frontier College and the
Ontario Teachers’ Federation) which supports parents in
literacy activities for their children and connects schools,
community organizations and parents.

•Supporting Dr. Avis Glaze in the day to day running of The
Secretariat.

Quoting Judy, “I feel very fortunate to be involved in an arm of
the government that has such a moral purpose.  We truly
believe that every student can achieve their potential and that
it’s our job to do whatever is necessary to make that happen.”
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Managing Literacy
Judy (Martin) Speirs (THS1960-65)

Sponsorship Committee
Chair:
Anne (Redman) Katz ‘54

Festival/Events Committee
Chair:  Betsy Sumner ‘68,
Elizabeth (Sand) Fraser ‘66

Mentorship Program Chair:
Gord Salt ‘65

Steering Committee:
Nick O’Beirn ‘56, Bruce Clark ‘58,
Marion (Davis) Clark ‘54

Executive Advisor:
Charlie Seath, teacher ‘54-’65

Treasurer:
Gord Crutcher ‘54- ‘58

President:
Debbie Peever ‘88

Congratulations to the following inductees to the
T.S.S.A.A.  Executive Board 2006-2007

Archives & Half Century Club
Chair:  Don Kent ‘54

Secretary:
Don Kent (temporary)

Alumni Coordinator:
Elsie (George) Maclaren
‘54, Fazal Khan ‘89

Please consider joining our Executive Board and offer your
opinions, suggestions and general input at our meetings which
are only once every three months.

We also have Committees to join including:
Alumni                  Newsletter
Archives                Website
Mentorship           Decade Reps
Membership
Sponsorships
Festival and Events ...

You can live out of
town and STILL be a
part of a committee!!

As an executive officer in The Secretariat, her job involves:
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Boat Builder Extraordinaire
Martin Lee (T.H.S. ‘54-’58)

Martin began building boats fifty years ago,
while he was still in high school and by
the time he was married in 1964 he had
built or tried to build four boats with vari-
ous degrees of success. Martin had a
large paper route while in school and one
of his customers Doug Thomson’s father
gave him a stack of old books on building
model boats. Since his interest was al-
ready in building model airplanes he
wanted to develop his skills further and
with help of a friend, Don Cordingley he
launched into building boats. His first ef-
fort along with Don was built in
Cordingley’s basement and it was quite
a relief to Mrs. Cordingley when it was

removed. By the
time Martin had
left Thornhill he
had built four
boats, a 10 ft.
pram, a 12 ft.
sailboard and

an 8 foot hydroplane for Tom Hambly and
a 12 ft. canoe which in his words was a
total failure. After Martin was married he
discontinued building boats for thirty five
years being too busy as a parent and a
career as an Environmental systems
manager that took him around the world.
It was not until he was 63 years old that
was again able to get back to
boatbuilding.

New technology for building small boats
had changed dramatically and he was off
and running. Eventually after building
several boats he wanted to decrease the
weight of them which led to his interest in
building lightweight Kayaks. When Martin
was 65 he suffered a minor stroke which
affected his vision and balance for the next
six months. This set back did not deter

Martin and he
forged on to build
a very successful
17 foot 2-man
kayak which he
paddled alone
almost every day

covering a total distance of 14 hundred
kilometers. During his daily paddling he
met a phys. ed. teacher named Dennis
Fontaine, one of Canada “Crazy Canucks”
down hill skiers. Both Martin and Dennis
were caught up in culture of the Indians
and Inuit people. They agreed to build a
pair of skin on frame kayaks. The first
completed kayak weighed just 38 pounds.
Martin plans to build a 17 ft. West
Greenland kayak, which will weigh less
than 35 pounds.

At present Martin is writing a course to
teach High School students to build Inuit
kayaks, which will run 50-60 pages com-
plete with drawings. He hopes to broaden
student’s appreciation of Inuit culture. He
may have a solid lead at the Patriots
French high school in Beauharnois. Re-
cently he had a meeting with the Quebec
Provincial Minister of Education, Jean-
Marc Fournier, who is also the elected
deputy for the Quebec Provincial Assem-
bly to discuss starting a pilot project
course in one of the local high schools.
The Minister was very interested and
promised to direct the school board to
implement the pilot program.

M ARTIN  LEE

Attended T.H.S. from 1954-58

Mr. Hal Harley has
been a lifetime
resident of Thornhill
arriving here in
1946 and opening a

drug store in the old Thornhill Hotel in 1947.

Mr. Harley still lives across Yonge Street
from where his drug store was located,
probably the only private residence south
of Centre Street to Steeles Avenue to date.
Mrs. Harley resides at Leisure World in
Richmond Hill.

On Wednesday September 13th 2006, Mr.
Harley had his 91st birthday and it is only
fitting to recognize him as one of our
Honourary Lifetime Members as well as
a great supporter of TSS over the years.
His four children; Greg, David, Lynda and
Susan all attended Thornhill High School.

Mr. Harley thoroughly enjoyed being
involved with the athletic activity at TSS,
especially watching football and he kindly
donated the first Georgian Bay fotball
plaque for Championship teams.  Thornhill
won this plaque several times.  Greg
played on these teams and was a standout
at the position of guard.

When the old hotel in Thornhill burnt
down, Mr. Harley moved his drug store
into the two front rooms of his present
residence which rather cramped the
family.  However a new building was
erected at the old hotel site and Harleys
Drug Store became a fixture in Thornhill.

Of particular interest to many
Thornhillians was the barn at the back of
the Harley house.  At first, Geo. R. Kelson
ran his plumbing business from it and
when he left this address, Mr. Harley turned
it into a playroom for his children.

Over the years, it changed it’s focus and
with the addition of a pool table, table
tennis and shuffle board it became a
haven for many of te youth of Thornhill.
There were birthday parties, graduation
parties, dances and an international
Lions Club meeting and barbeque.  Mr.
Harley still receives many cards from
Lions Club members and students who
enjoyed his hospitality.  He said that he
did all this because he and other parents
would know where their children were.

He remembers the “Water Bowl” in Barrie
where the referee had to hold the ball in
place or it would literally float away.

Hats off to One
of a Kind!
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 From Farming to Football ... leaving it to the Pros!
A Rumble in History

David Rumble attended Thornhill High
School from 1958 to 1962.  He displayed
excellent leadership skills and was a
credit to this school in every way. He had
an outstanding career as a centre on the
Junior and Senior football teams and was
instrumental in winning several
championships. He then went to the
University of Guelph and played football
for two years.  Before nearly failing out of
Engineering, he decided to pursue his
academic career and leave football
playing to the professionals.

In 1966 Dave graduated with a Bachelor
of Science in Engineering. He attended
Graduate School on a scholarship from
Massey-Ferguson and graduated with a
Masters of Science degree in 1967.   He
joined Massey- Ferguson that year as an
engineer and traveled extensively over
North America as a research engineer in
pursuit of  designing a perfect combine-
harvester.

In 1972 he joined the Canadian Gas
Association Research Group as a
research engineer developing low
pollution, high-powered gas combustion
systems.

In 1995, he joined Linamar Corporation,
the manufacturer of the Massey-Ferguson
combine-harvester,  to  design electronic
and electro-mechanical systems for their
latest combine-harvester, while sti l l
working on the farm.

In 1968 he married his college
sweetheart, Sandra Monk.  Sandra was
a graduate in food and nutrition from the
University of Guelph.

In 1974 Dave and his brother, John
became principles in Rumble Tractor, a
Massey-Ferguson dealership.

In 1979 he joined the Massey- Ferguson
Central Electronics Group  as manager
of the computerized combine-harvester
development program.

After six years of enjoying himself
developing new and more powerful toys
(combine-harvesters), he returned to the
farm full time, where he and his brother
were growing 2500 acres of wheat,
soybeans and corn. As had been the
tradition when he was young, his two sons
were required to work on the farm baling
hay and shovelling grain during the
summer. No wonder one became a lawyer
and the other a paramedic.

In 2002 after the death of his father, he and
his brother John sold the family farm and
retired.  Old football injuries finally caught
up to Dave. A degenerative disc in his neck
prevents him from doing important things
such as raking the lawn and washing
windows.  He is however able to  learn
new skills such as playing hockey and golf.

Dave and Sandra have  two grandsons,
which they enjoy  very much.

Nick Tanquiy  1954-60 Nick is retired
and spending his kid’s inheritance on
cruises,vacations and cars.He
vlounteers ffor local Business Loan
and counselling—”Community
Futures” —Board Chairman

Cynthia T aylor  Moves a lot but can
always be found through her daughter
Michelle 1-800-567-1861 or her son
Chris Lambert 416-759-6218.

Pat Angiers(Collins)  1954-1958
Widowed, has 3 children and 4 grand
children. She has retired. Her e-mail
address is pangiers@cogeco.ca

Jan Simon (Weatherall) 1956-58 Has
one daughter and 2 grandchildren.
She is self -employed now after a long
career in purchasing ,marketing and
jewelery retail.  Jan moved to
Wilberforce near Haliburton and started
a craft and Gift Business and is currently
working with statistics Canada on the
2006 Census.  She loves life in the
country which lifestyle she started in
Kleinburg. Her best high school
memories are in Thornhill.

Beverly Baxter (Lean)  retired
registered nurse.Widowed, has
3children-all married-and 9
grandchildren.  She volunteers with
Palliative care Hospice in the Kawartha
Lakes and sings in her community choir.
Beverly is active in St. Pauls Anglican
Church and also loves to travel.

Elaine Juhl-Shore (Elvidge)  1957-63
married George Shore.  She has 2
children, 3 stepchildren and 10 grand
children.  She taught in many areas and
schools and is presently high school
supply teaching for The York Board of
Education.  Elaine alsomakes
porcelain dolls, paints, sews and loves
to scrapbook.  She took an Alaskian
cruise last year and a Mediterranean
cruise this year.
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On May 3 2006 one of our Honorary
Lifetime Members, Mrs, Jean Rumble
passed away at the age of 91. Jean lived
in Richmond Hill area for 86 years during
which time she put her musical talent to
work playing the piano and singing in the
United Church choir.

She attended Richmond Hill High School,
Normal school and trained as a teacher
ultimately to teach in Richmond Hill.She
was active as a CGIT leader, UCW and
was president of York Presbytery.

Jean was married to the late Stewart
Rumble and they had 3 children, David,
John and Sharon, who all attended
Thornhill Secondary School. David and
John were outstanding football players and
Sharon was a Cheerleader.

Both Jean and Mr. Rumble were avid
supporters of TSS.Every year they would
have a dinner for the football team at their
farm at the end of the season.
Their ethusiastic support of TSS will always
be fondly remembered by many past
students and staff.

In Memory

Attended T.S.S. from 1958 - 62

DAVID  RUMBLE

BSc. Eng.,   MSc.
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T.S.S. Today ...

     Exercise room improvement                              - note the new flooring

Old library Position of  the new libraryFuture site of new library in the quadrangle
-note the link from East parking Lot is gone
in the background.

Complete make over of all the washrooms

 Central surveillance monitor



New lighting, ceiling fans and windows in the gym

New lighting in the south hallMore new windows

New entrance & exit to servery in
Cafeteria

Ms. Raissa Heifetz in
new Special Ed. class

Electric l ift for wheelchairs folded
against the wall.  The Ramp is temporary

Beach volleyball court

**Special thanks to Mr. Bob Berman (principal) for the guided tour and the opportunity to take
pictures of the renovations.

Remodeling of the stage
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T.S.S. Today ...

On Thurs. Oct 5 th,  T.S.S. held their
Commencement ceremony. For the first
time it was held off site at the Terrace
Banquet Hall. The relocation of the event
was an excellent decision as it afforded
the space to accommodate all friends and
relatives wishing to celebrate with the
graduates. The estimated attendance was
1200 people. Adam Saperia who was a
great help in organizing, planning and

p r o d u c i n g
T h o r n h i l l
S e c o n d a r y ’ s
50th Reunion
interaction with
the students of
today as well as

the 50th Reunion DVD, spoke eloquently
on behalf of the graduating class. The
evening was a tremendous success.
Adam is now in attendance at The Schulich
School of Business at York University.

Principal of Thornhill Secondary School;
Bob Berman and Vice Principal Sudeshna
Dutta spoke with the TSSAA Board recently
at our Annual General Meeting on October
18th, 2006.

At this time, Bob Berman stated that  major
changes were taking place at T.S.S. due
to the challenges being faced today and in
the near future.

Enrolment has declined from 1400
students in 2005 to 1300 in 2006 due to a
decrease in the buying of new homes by
younger families.  Therefore there has
been a huge drop in the area public
schools’ attendance which is a direct
reflection on Thornhill Secondary’s
attendance next year and the year’s to
come.

Projected over the next few years,
enrollment will drop below 1000.

On a good note - A new, state of the art
library is underway and building has
commenced at the school and is hoping
to open next year.  This will be the only
room in the school that is fully air
conditioned.   There is a slight problem
with the major water main which run under
the area the builders have to dig - which,
luckily Mr. Kennedy (teacher, ‘88-present)
pointed out to the staff just before digging
commenced.

Bob Berman and Sudeshna Dutta were
impressed with the number of members
we have today in the TSSAA and after two
years of existence feel we have proven
ourselves to be a viable Association which
has two direct focuses - to help the
students of Thornhill Secondary School
today and bring it’s alumni together.

The TSSAA currently meets with the  school
council once a month at their regular
scheduled meetings.  This has opened
new avenues for the TSSAA and has
produced stronger ties with the parents,
staff and students of TSS.

NEW TIMET ABLING  CHANGES AT T.S.S.

Period                                                         Times
1   9:00  to 10:15
Opening Exercises 10:15  to 10:25
2 10:30  to 11:45
3A (lunch 1) 11:50  to 12:30
3B (lunch 2) 12:30  to  1:10
3C (lunch 3)   1:10  to  1:50
4   1:55  to  3:10
Announcements   3:10  to  3:15
Repertoire   3:15  to  4:00

Students in Period one lunch (11:50 – 12:30) have their 3rd period subject in 3B
and 3C. Lunch 2 students have their 3rd period subject split between 3A and 3C.
Lunch 3 students have 3A and 3B as their 3rd period subject.

Mr. Andrew Bos, Phys-ed teacher, then
Head of Phys-ed from 1987 to 2006 has
accepted a position at Markville Secondary
School. He was a very dedicated Phys. Ed.

teacher and head
who always put
students first. Staff
and students will
sorely miss him.
Replacing Mr. Bos
as Head of Phys Ed
will be Mrs. Cynthia

Therrien, who is presently on maternity
leave.  She will start her duties in February
2007. She has always been a very
enthusiastic and organized teacher and
T.S.S is very lucky to have a woman of her
dedication.

8

��	�
�
���

������
���
�������
���

Every year, the students of Thornhill Secondary School involve
themselves with a Christmas Drive for children, students and adults

who have little to nothing.  LET US HELP THE CHILDREN OF
THORNHILL have a very Happy New Year with warm clothing and food.

We would love to hear from you!  Send
in your comments, suggestions, stories,
annecdotes, jokes and news to us for

the newsletters.
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Thornhill Secondary School Alumni Association
15 Thornlea Road, Thornhill, Ontario  L3T 1X2

(905) 889-5453, extension 150
www.thornhillalumni.com

newsletter@thornhillalumni.com

Bob Berman has suggested we hold a
“Cafeteria Throwback” themed lunch or
dinner in the Thornhill Secondary School
Cafeteria!  The cafeteria has been
upgraded with many changes including a
new entry and exit and all the interior
servery.  This took place within the last two
years.

Please send us your feedback as to
whether you like this idea and what day of
the week it should be held on and what
other activities may be ale to accompany
the “Cafeteria Throwback”.

We rely on YOUR input to make this
Association the best it can be and to bring
alumni together through events,
newsletters, website and general
interests.

 “On Oct 5th, TPS160 enjoyed the spot
light of Rogers TV’s Daytime show, where
former principal Mr Alan Martindale
helped reminisce of days gone by.

We continue to look for past students and
staff who attended TPS for any length of
time, so please let us know if you are
one of them! Our website can always use
new stories and/or photos of your
memories! Please share them with us!
We also invite all to participate in our next
upcoming program which is the Pen Pal
Literacy through Letters Program. Please
sign up to be a volunteer pen pal, and
you will receive a letter from a TPS
student of today!

After a few months of some
correspondance, we will have a Meet and
Greet Tea to bring our letter writers
together as part of our spring
celebrations. We would love for you to
get involved and help us plan the rest of
our events. Please check our website for
more details, or contact us directly at
tps160@yahoo.ca “

www.thornhillalumni.com/tps160.html

It is a time to reflect on the past,
embrace the present, and celebrate
the future.

Thornhill Public School is
celebrating it’s 160th Anniversary!������������
�
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� The Half Century

Club Luncheon will
be on Thursday
May 10th, 2007.
This year’s

inductees include the classes of 1954,
1955, 1956 and 1957.  If you started
Thornhill High School in any of these years
or matriculated from Thornhill High School
during any of these years, we welcome you
as our newest members to the “Half
Century Club”.  This Club is sponsored by
the TSSAA and involves special events for
alumni who have matriculated Thornhill
High School 50 years or more.  For more
information, please write to us at the
address below or email us at:
hcc@thornhillalumni.com
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TPS Council Chair: Chuck Magerman
Thornhill Public School

7554 Yonge Street,
Thornhill, Ontario  L4J 1V8

(905) 889-1566 ext. 160
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